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II.  I'liiett 
Shan 


.IN  GARLAJ^Bj. 

'lIEIiE  were  iikmi  on  foot  who  dared 
the  trail.      They    were   not   tramj 

Ifeut  trainpers.      A  traTU])  woidd   not  under- 

I  lake  snoli  despenite  business  as  this.      It 
H  thousaiKl   miles  (as  the  trail  doubles  ant 
twists)  from  Ashcroft  to  Glenora,  with  onl 
one  "eatiufjf  station"    after   leavin<f  Quef 

'nelle.      Therefore   the   man  who   is  wiliinff 
to  start  on  foot  with  only  thirty  pounds 
grub  on  his  back,  a  blanket  and  a  hand- 
Bx,  eithcM'  is  of  exceptional  hardihood  or — 
'has  wheels. " 

I  wish  to  express  a  certain  respect,  there- 
fore, by  calling   these  men  trampers  rather 
I'tlian    tramps.        The   stage    road   swarmed 
with   tiiem,    but   that  was   mere   common- 
[cj)lace.      ilotels  abounded  and   food    could 

ji)o  begged  or  bought  at  almost  any  ranch, 

[but  when,  on  the  trail  ninety  miles  from  any 

jwagon  roads,  hotels,  farmhouses  or  other  sort     Of  this,  ax,  dishes,  clot liing  and   l)hinkets 

[of  feeding  station,  I  overtook  two  nu'ii  on  could  be  set  down  for  fifteen  pounds,  leav- 
foot,    I    was   impressed.       They    had    just     ing  about   fifteen    pounds  of    "grub"    ^or 

[taken  oil  their  l»oots  and  trousers  to  wade  each  man.  Yet  here  they  were  pushing 
a  rushing  little  creek,  and  1  remembered  on  into  the  wild  country  with  only  one 
with  sudden  start   the  numlx'r  of  streams  I     chance  of  getting  food. 

I  had  crossed  on  horseback  that  day  which  The  mostjuitoes  were  beginning  to  be 
these  men  had  been  oblig(!d  to  wade,  very  savag(\  and  one  or  two  heavy  rains 
Th(!  day  was  frostily  cohl  also,  and  the  had  made  the  trail  soft,  but  the  trampers 
water  nu'rcly  melted  snow.  were   in    fair  condition.      They   asked   me 

I  figured,  then,  the  days  these  men  must  how  far  it  was  to  Fort  Fraser.  I  told 
be  on  the  road  before  tliey  could  purchase  them,  and  ad(h'd,  "I  believe  there  is  a  store 
supplies.  About  sixty  miles  farther  on,  a  there  where  you  can  b\iy  some  sui)plics. " 
store  was  said  to  be  open,  but  beyond  that  It  ditl  not  occur  to  me  then  that  these 
it  was  all  of  two  hundred  miles  before  idiots  had  dared  the  road  also  without 
Hazeltou  could  be  reached.  Each  nnui  money.  This,  however,  I  found  to  be 
liatl  a  pack  weighing  about   thirty  pounds,     the  case,   for  while  I  halted  my  pack-train 

[DurttiK  tlie  s\niiiiier  of  iSyS,  Mr  Ciirliiiul,  in  company  willi  diu'  iiinii,  an  old  cliissinalt-,  lir<l  n  pnclc-trnln 
from  tlie  Tliom)>soii  river,  II.  C,  lotlu-  Htlkeen  river,  H.  C.,  si  dislaiice  ol'  nearly  one  tlioiisanci  milts  ns  tlie 
trail  ran.  TliiK  was  called  "  tlic  overland  trail '"  to  tlie  Yntcon,  and  for  five  months  was  filled  with  toiling 
pros|)ectors.  nuiinly  on  horsehacli,  tait  the  trail  wns  attempted  l)y  men  on  foot  ;  it  is  with  these  characters 
that  this  article  has  to  do. J 
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on  account  of  ruin,  the  tianipcrs  pushed 
on,  and  wlicu  [  arrived  at  the  fort  the 
trader  told  me  of  tlieir  visit. 

"Tliey  were  Imni^rv. ""  he  said,  "and 
had  no  money,  and  I  iielped  tlieni  to  some 
jfrid).  Tliey  oiij,dit  not  to  l)e  iieipeil. 
Such  crazy  men  are  a  nuisance  to  any 
country.  IJut  there  are  worse  fools  than 
these  on  this  trail.  One  man  left  Quesnelle 
in.  April  witliout  even  a  hhinket  or  an  extra 
siurt.  l!  seems  as  if  Provi<h'nce  helps 
such  critters.  Tliat  fellow  insidi'  of  two 
days  found  a  couple  of  l(laid\ets  that  some 
other  man  had  lost — fuel  1 — and  then  he 
picked  up  an  ax  and  some  shirts.  Now. 
that  sounds  like  a  fairy  story,  but  ifs  true. 
All  the  same,  he  would  have  died  if  liie 
Siwashes  hadn't  fed  him.  He  came  on 
here  half  starved  and  iookinir  like  a  era/.y 
man,  but  iifli-r  we  fed  him  lu'  pusiie<l  on. 
Xothinjj:  could  slop  the  cussed  lunMti<'.'" 

When  I  overlook  the  two  nii'ii  ayaiii.  thev 
were  stai,fi4'eriiii;-  down  the  Mulkley  valley. 
They  were  thin,  their  leys  makiiii;-  sharp 
creases  in  their  trouser  le^s — |  could  see 
that  as  I  neared  them.  Thry  were  walk 
'\\\\l  desperately,  reeliiiif  from  side  to  side 
with  weakness.  There  was  no  more  sniil- 
inif  on  tiieir  faces.  One  mun.  the  smaller, 
had  the  counleiiancc  of  a  wolf,  pinciied  in 
rouml  the  nose.  Mis  bony  jaw  linusl  for 
ward  resolutely.  The  taller  man  was  limp- 
iiiff  painfully  because  of  u  shoe  which  had 
f,'one  to  one  side.  Their  packs  were  liyhl. 
but  their  almost  ••icessaiu  chaiui'c  of 
position  j^ave  evidence  of  pain  and  uivat 
weariness. 

[  <lrew  near  lo  ask  how  they  were 
.H'c'liii,^'  alonu'.  The  tail  man.  with  -a  look 
of  wistful  .sailness.  like  that  of  a  hunurv 
doi,',  said,  "Not  very  well." 
"How  are  you  olT  for  urul»r" 
"Nothini"'  left  but  some  beans  and  a 
nu't'e  handful  of  (lour. " 

I  inviled  them  to  a  "sipiarc  nu'al"  a  few 
miles  farther  on,  and  in  order  to  help  them 
iorward  1  took  one  of  their  i)acks  on  mv 
luu'se.  1  inferred  th.J  tiiey  would  lake 
liiriis  at  the  other,  but  when  we  camped  at 
noon  the  small  man  came  into  \  lew  first. 
He  had  not  once  rclievc.|  his  fellow-traveler. 
who  was  lame  in  addition  to  his  other 
troubles.  This  aiiurereil  me.  and  I  was 
minded  to  east  tlieliiile  sneak  out  of  camp. 
Iiut    his   pinched   and    huimry  face   iielped 


me  to  put  up  with  him.  I  ;rave  him  a 
smart  lecture  and  said,  "I  supjjoscd  you 
intended  lo  help  the  other  nnui,  or  I 
wouldn't  have  relieved  you  of  a  })ound." 

The  otiier  man  turned  up  .soon,  limpinjj. 
and  sta.u>ferin<f  with  weakness.  When 
dinner  was  ready,  they  came  to  tlu'  call  like 
a  couple  of  starviiiif  (bigs.  The  .snudl  man 
had  no  politeness  left.  He  ,yor<fed  himself 
like  a  wolf.  IFc  fairly  snapped  the  food 
down  liis  throat.  The  tall  man.  by  irreat 
effort,  contrived  to  dis])laysome  knowledge 
of  better  manners.  .\s  they  ate.  1  studied 
them.  They  were  blotched  by  mosfpiito 
bites,  and  tanned  to  a  leather  l>rown. 
Their  thin  hands  were  like  claws,  tlu'ir 
doubled  knees  seemed  about  lo  |)ierce  their 
Irousei'  leys. 

"Yes."  said  the  taller  man.  "the  mos- 
i|Uitoes  nearly  eat  us  up.  We  can  only 
sleep  in  the  middle  of  the  day  or  from 
about  two  o'clock  in  tlic  morniiifr  till  sun- 
rise. \\e  walk  late  in  ihceveninji: — till 
nine  or  ten — and  then  sit  in  the  smoke  till 
it  yeis  cold  enouuh  lo  drive  ..way  the  mos- 
•  piitocs.  Then  we  try  to  sleep.  But  the 
trouble  is.  when  it  is  cold  cnouy-h  to  keep 
ihein  oif  it's  too  cold  for  us  lo  slccj).'" 

"What  did  you  do  during  the  late 
lainsf'  1  im|uii('d. 

"Oh.  we  kept  movint"'  most  of  the  time. 
At  ni,y!;t  we  camped  under  a  tir  tree  bv  the 
trail  and  dried  off.  The  nn)S(piil()es  didn't 
i>other  us  so  much  then.  We  were  wet 
nearly  all  the  lime." 

I  tried  lo  u-ei  at  his  point  of  view,  his 
jnstilication  for  siU'h  senseless  action,  but 
eould  only  discover  a  .sort  of  ])lind  1)elief 
that  .soniethin<>'  would  help  him  i)ull 
through.  He  had  lione  lo  the  ('ariboo 
mines  to  tind  work,  and  failin<r.  luid 
pushed  on  toward  Hazellon  with  a  dim 
ho])e  of  workiiiiT  his  way  to  'I'eslin  lake, 
and  to  ihe  Klondike.  He  started  with 
forty  pounds  of  provisions,  and  three  or 
four  dollars  in  his  pocket.  I  learned  he 
was  now  dead  broke,  and  his  provisions 
were  jfoiie. 

^(ean while,  the  simdler  nnin  inath^  mi 
siirn  of  heariii^f  a  word.  He  ate  and  ate. 
till  my  friend  IJabcoek  looked  at  me  willi' 
ii  comical  wink.  We  fed  him  staples — 
l)eans.  <,nnham  bread  and  coffei — and  he 
slowly  but  surely  reached  the  Imtlom  of 
every    (h'sh.       He     <li<l     not     fill     up,      he 
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»»» "'•<  .•n.,.„l:f„ "'  ri;™' ,:;"  *»'"■"« 

l»8ul,.  til.,  trail  „.|„.„  ,1    ■'   """P<"'  'I"* 
Hn.l    they    wen-    fT\  '""'  ^'"»«  o". 

y'-^^-hHe/::^ ;; -'^,^^" 'V 

'''•'Pjxng     from     thoir    ,••.  ''^«"<itcr 

T^hoy  ca,n,„.,l  at  „     ,    ,  ""T'     ■'""■'■"'""^«- 

sfcwed  bea.is  and  •,  ,>  '''''     '"'•'*f''v 

f'^'  frost   ,n,,,i,  f,^^,   ,:  "'    ^^y   ""ly   ^vh,„ 

'"•'•%trail.tot,..vo  'r  "'"'''''- ^''*' 
«faf,'ger  forward.  ''^'  "'  ""•.^-  ''""I'l 

In    addition    t,,    ^11    th,v     ., 

•"'^I--  -'^    knew  no     i,;'    ;.     ^'^    ''"<'    - 

"'^'•^  '•n.stM  food-    ,;,/""' .■^'"•'"'«r- 
«'"••"  ™an  did  not   .vc       J  If'"'''^'-      '^'h' 

'"""'=   ^^^' «"^  »'i".s.>If  do  vn  '■"'■"'•■ 

'•'•n.munod   witli    his    J        !'"  "  """'l^-*' and 

a  plaintive   droop       m  ';,    "'"   ^■""■''   had 

^f  foot,  and   hspH.cV     ''•^'"'"■'"•^  '■"^'> 
^'^^•-•>nu..oC,^;r-''''3-l...aW..r 

r-' "-nrc^:.;:'''"-' --'• ""^" 

^''-»  ""  o„r  rC'Z'y-  '"'f  -"  gave 
"^-^  '-<".-!.  and  ',  ';:;'^  "f  •"•■•  'H-ans 
7"PloofnK,rnings   a   ;  -'^  ''''y-      ^^ 

"'/"'-^•-  r  looked  ;;/:;'';"^' ^'''' «o..nd 

'■arly  morninir  hYd.t  m  "'  •'^""'  '""   ihe 

trail  near  aa  old  i„dian  !  1  •  ^''''^'     '^'^ 
P«««ed    him    on    th        ",       "•     ^'  '^«<i 
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went   back    to   bed   .in,i    tj 

»^«in.  La...ti,;:;L    WtZ--""™ 

^ook    lis.  for  we  were   w",  i        ,       ™*"  "^ 'r- 

;--•      WefedL;;^f^'^f>ylosin,a 

'™  -"  that,  .onsiderir    .H"'.  ^'"^  .^'v^' 

'""•«'    made    life    „ncerU  i      '""f  "'  "'"• 

•'■'"  ^'-t   ila  c,  rw:.r'   ^'  "^  ^^-'--^ 
''«>•«'  walk  awav       He  '""*'"  ^^'«"  '»<• 

"ytal::       L';;;"^--'l  again,  L 
^'"  «'a,^^^<Te,|    into     ,:"^';r'^^'^  ^"'"^  ""-n 
■'^'■''♦''•-      He  was      ill      J*-'""^   "^   "«^'"ll- 

;-'-'  well  otheX    T;r  !'"'"•   '"" 
far   I   thought    it    w. «   f      ^'^'^   '"•-'  '^"" 

«'-.ora,  and   rea  i„7- /k'"    ^''^^^''^"n   <-' 

''^■^'•"m"ation,otr;ih"f-7'"^'"'«'^'''- 
,"^'-«^ayriJh     t^/^;        -^^ 

""^■"  *"  '•^■'"'J'  tlie  coast  ii  ^'°"  ^^'^  •■' 
«"yflu-ng  about  the  n  i  r  """  '^""'^"'^ 
T'"   trail    vou-ve    been  °"'    '^^'"^^    ""• 

''•'.'"'""•"•'   '^^•■■fJi   the  000^7  "^   *"''"'"''^-" 
""■-f't  just  as  wen      ,,  "'''  ^'""-      ^ou 

visions.  •■  ""liout    money   or    pro- 

lie  Was  airij'ri'f>v..,j      ir 
-"Itodor       :^,      "--^^'d.-      "What 
'""^  "•' way  of  j      „:   ;;  r-l^  f- mc  hero 
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^•^'''t    for   men    with  !'"  ^"""«"  ^^   '•«  a 

tJirough.      y"         ^'   ^«°^^    l'«'-sos    to    fi-e. 

-M-ouvnl  ,::;;""'^"^«nvinghS 

^^''-   the  next   ,;,;?;'-'''  ^^■'^-^' you  are. 
••■'''•^■•"■"   and    tell   him  "'•''••  ^'^   to  the 

'''•;^^''''pyondo.'::,n:o;'""'^"'""'^ 

^<^\'<'rtholo.ss    T  L-„         V 

Who,,,  „,„,„,„„„^      I  t.u d  the  trail.      Th<. 

""'"'■^'  ""  ^'Vtromr.  d  vH  "'  '''"^   ^^^'  ^^""^ 

•^""f'"r    simnui         .''""^'"t^fit- 

"■"«   ''-'<'-l   up  saw. "'"!'"'     '"^^^"t"---- 
^'■•'■^■""•ountainslv    '  ■'^''     ^^'''   '"  *li«  cold 

'■""'J'tion   that    ho  Tl  "?"''    '^'»«^-  o" 

pw   loath  to  do  ?""  V '"'^'"^'''    ""t    I..- 
'^^  grumbled  at   }.  f^  *^'««^"-eeable    task. 

''^'^   bush   to   rustle   fT  T'  °"^'  ^"t«  ^^^^ 
^''  the  horses;    he  cora- 
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plained  of  delays  and  spoke  often  of  the  <ifreater  speed  he  eould  make  if  unencum- 
bered. All  this  the  good  Samaritan  with  the  outfit  bore  with  singular  i)atience. 
"If  you   eat   with  me,    you  work."  was  his  only  comment. 

"When  the  tramp  (he  wan  a  tramp)  came  to  the  crcssing  of  the  Third  South  fork  of 
the  Stikeen,  he  examined  a  number  of  Indian  canoes  caclied  there  and  at  once 
grew  insolent.  When  asked  to  bring  the  horses  in,  he  replied:  '"Oh,  go  to  hell. 
I've  got  done  with  you." 

The  owner  of  the  outfit  said  quietly,  "You  get  out  o'  here  qiiiri\  or  I'll  kick 
you  into  a  loose  bundle." 

The  tramp  moved  his  small  pack  to  one  of  the  best  canoes,  and 
as  he  was  about  to  push  away,  the  half-breed  guide  of  the  outfit 
asked.  "You  know  where  you  go?" 

••I'm  goin'  to  Glenora  a-whoopin'.  " 

'•You  goin'  to  hell.  Big  canon  seventy  miles  long  below  here. 
No  white  man.  no  Siwash.  ever  go  through." 

The  tramp  swore  disdainfully.  ••Aw.  go  hang  yourself,  yon 
blank-blank     blank  I      I  know  my  business  " 

He  pushed  off.  As  the  si  looth.  swift  water  settled  round  the 
light  canoe  the  idiot  raised  his  ragged  hat  in  exultation.  •"Good- 
by,  you    blank-blank    fools.      This  is  the   way   to  do   it." 

He   was    never    seen   again.      He    entered    the    canon    of    tlie 
Stikeen  a  few  miles  be  ow.  and  not  even  a  fragment  of  the  canoe 
was  ev<'r  observed   l)y  Si- 
wash  fishermen. 

At  this  same  crossing. 
a   few  weeks  later,  as  W( 
were  about   to    go 
to  bed.  we  hiArd  a 
voice  say:   ••  Good- 
evening,  gentlemen. 
Can  I  camp  by  your 
fire?"      We  turned 
to  see  a  small  man 
with  a  pack  on  liis 
back    emerge    from 
tlie    deep    shadow. 
He    walked    to   the 
fire    and     laid 
down   his  pack. 
He  was  thin,  but 
cheery  and  lively 
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till'  river,  which  was  swift  and  diuiiicroiis. 
Biibcofk  si'l  hiiu  across,  and  as  he  was 
al)i>iit  to  depart  I  yave  liini  a  h'tter  to 
l)ost  and  a  hair-ih)llar  to  pay  postaiic  My 
name  was  writ  ten  on  the  corner  of  tiie  en- 
veh)pe.  He  knew  me  then  and  said,  "rve 
a  fiood  mind  to  stay  rii^lit  witli  yo\i;  I'm 
something  of  u  writer  myself." 

I  hastened  to  say  that  he  could  reacli 
(Uenora  two  or  three  thiys  in  advance  of 
us,  for  the  reason  tliat  we  wereltothered  with 
a  lame  horse.  In  reality,  we  were  ^ettini; 
very  short  of  provisions  and  were  even 
then  on  rations.  "I  think  you'll  overtake 
file  norland  outlit.'"  I  said.  "If  you 
don't,  and  you  need  helj),  cam])  l)y  the 
road  till  we  come  u))  and  we'll  all  share  as 
lon<,r  as  there's  anythinn'  to  share.  But 
you   are  in   jiood   trim   and   have   as  much 


•ffuh   as   we    have,    so    youM    hctter  siiio] 
aloni;. " 

He    '"hit    the    trail"    with    a    lu  arty  joy  I 
that    pioMU.sed    well,  and   I    never  saw  liim 
aii'ain.       When    wo    crawled    down    to  the 
Stikecn    without    flour   enoujfh    to   liiiiid  a 
cat.    we    heard    that    "the    ("rickci"   was 
cookinif  on  a  Hudson  bay  boat.      His  trials 
were  over  for  the    time.      He  was   ilic  only 
man.    so    far   as    I     knew,    who    made  the 
whole  distance  from  Quesntdlc   to   (liiT.om 
on  foot  and   alone.      Mis  cheery  smile  iiml 
unshrinkinii  cheek    carried    him  lliroiiifli  ii 
journey    that    a|>palled    old    ])ackcrs    witli 
tents,    plenty    of    •jrub    and    <foo(l    horses. 
To   me   he  was   simply  a   stronf,'ly  accentu- 
ated type  of  the  ijold-seeker — insanely  per- 
sistent,    blind    to    all    dauircr.    deaf    to  all 
warniny- and  doomed  to  failure  at  the  ■^tiiri. 
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Fkom  Liberty's  .pli fu-d   hand 
New  liglu  .seems  shed  upon  our  land- 
New  liwht  whose  peiietraliiio-  ravs 
Reach  distant  shores  and   fnture'  dav.s. 

The  lofty  pnrpose  which  nnfnrled 
Old  Glory's  colors  to  the  world, 
Has  led  that  bainier\s  conqnerinjr  host 
To  lands  that  need  its  messa 


t^e  most. 


Not  freedom  only,  bnt  the  birth 
Of  better  precepts  for  the  earth 
That  messa.ire  means  :  for  all  men  see 
How  o-enerous  may  victors  be. 

Tiine  into  trinmph  tnrns  defeat, 
Where  proo^ress  follows  victors's  feet 
Across  C\)lumbia's  sword  is  writ  • 
"We  conquer  bnt  to  benefit." 


^^ 
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